
What can you say about 
a first lady? The encyclopedia 
definition of the term tells us that 
it is the “unofficial title, in a 
number of countries, of the wife 
of an elected male head of state.” 
What are the criteria for being a 
first lady? There are many first 
ladies, such as Laura Bush and 
Hillary Clinton, who were first to 
hold postgraduate degrees; other 
first ladies, such as Eleanor 
Roosevelt, who was first to be 
known for her activism; and 
another first lady, like Jacklyn 
Bouvier Kennedy, who was first to 
bring elegance and style to the 
White House.   But there is one 
first lady who, when it comes to 
being a first, has rights on all of 
her predecessors.

         

 As the very first African-
American wife of a Commander in 
Chief, First Lady Michelle Obama 
has come into the White House 
and set a  tone for style, grace, 
class and above all else, hard 
work. But before we get into an 
overview of First Lady Obama’s 
current achievements, we must 
first dig into her roots.

Born Michelle LaVaughn Robinson 
on January 17, 1964 to Fraser 
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and Marian Robinson, Michelle 
began her life in a brick 
bungalow on Chicago’s south 
side. With a stay at home mom 
and a father who worked as a 
pump operator for the Chicago 
Water Department, one of 
Michelle’s early life lessons would 
be the lesson of a powerful work 
ethic. She would develop this 
characteristic after having a 
chance to witness her father 
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis 
as a young boy, and be a tireless 
employee who almost never 
missed a day of work as an 
adult.

She would have her first 
opportunities to put this ethic of 
hard work into use in the 
Chicago public school system, 
where both she and her older 
brother, Craig, would skip the 
second grade. By the sixth grade 
Michelle would be skipped to a 
gifted class at the Bryn Mauer 
Elementary School (later called 
the Bouchet Academy).

In high school she attended what 
became Chicago’s first magnet 
school known as the Whitney 
Young High School where she 
took advancement placement 

classes, was a member of both 
the National Honor Society and 
stayed on the honor roll for four 
years. It may have been during 
her high school years where she 
would first begin to become 
used to meeting and rubbing 
elbows with powerful and 
influential people, as Santita 
Jackson, the daughter of Jesse 
Jackson was her school mate. 
She graduated high school in 
1981 as the salutatorian of her 
class.

          

Her brilliance and commitment to 
her work ethic would prove to 
trail her into college. She would 
attend Princeton University, 
following her brother, Craig, who 
attended and graduated from 
Princeton in 1983. It was her 
brother who had shown Michelle 
that attending the prestigious 
university was possible, and 
before Michelle would graduate 
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